Abstract: Having won the legislative elections in Greece on January 25, 2015
Introduction
Few have taken seriously a Greek exit from the Eurozone. But this possibility has suddenly become extremely plausible, through the winning of the legislative elections by the far-left party SYRIZA. The party leader, appointed Prime-minister of the country, has promised to reduce austerity measures at any cost, even if the price would be a Greek exit from the Eurozone. Obviously, a political move of such magnitude would also have consequences on the defence policy of Greece. Its military role in the European Union (EU) could be affected. In this context, it is important to know Greece's contribution to the European defence and how important is the Greek state, in military terms, for the European Union.
Landmarks of Greece's involvement in European defence
After the Second World War, Greece has been one of the two first countries (along with Turkey) to receive substantial American funding under the auspices of the Marshall Plan. The funding helped restore and modernize the Greek army, and thus Greece could join, as early as 1952, the North-Atlantic Alliance. The irreversible European path hence started allowed Greece to join the EU in 1981; since then the Greek state has been a constant advocate and even a promoter of European military integration. Today, Greece is a member of the Balkan Battlegroup (along with Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus and Ukraine) and also of the Hispanio-Italian Battlegroup (along with Spain, Portugal and Italy). Moreover, Greece is one of the Union's member states hosting on its territory an EU Operational Headquarters, located near the city of Larissa. The other four countries hosting such headquarters are: France (Paris), Germany (Ulm), United Kingdom (Northwood) and Italy (Rome) [1] . Thanks to them, the EU benefits from the possibility of planning and conducting autonomous military operations with a fully multinational staff. To get into details, the data for the coefficients of the first dimension are the following: One can thus observe that Greece allocates no less than 2,5% of its Gross Domestic Product to military expenditures, one of the two highest percentages in the EU (the second belonging to the United Kingdom) [3] . At the same time, Greece has a good score of 4 for the coefficient "Flow of conventional weapons" [4] . As for the third coefficient taken into account, "Military facilities shared for common training", as can be seen in Table 1 Greece shares with the EU member states only 1 training facility [5] -an obviously low contribution if it were to relate it to its military expenditures (c 1.1 ). Staying with the details, the data for the coefficients of the second dimension are the following: This figure clearly portraits the rather unbalanced performance of Greece, especially for the first dimension ("Openness to the European Defence Space") of the Index. Thus, for c 1.2 ("Flow of conventional weapons") the score is a medium one (4); but for c 1.1 ("Military expenditures as % of Gross Domestic Product") Greece has the highest score (5), whereas for c 1.3 ("Military facilities shared for common training") the same country records its lowest score (2) . The numbers for the first dimension are, however, evened by the numbers for the second dimension ("Participation to EU military operations"), where Greece has 2 scores of 3 (c 2.1 -" Deployable (land) forces as % of total military personnel" and c 2.2 -"Troops involved in on-going EU military operations") and 1 score of 4 (c 2.3 -"Contribution to EU Battlegroups"). And, associating all these different values, it becomes quite obvious why Greece holds the 6 th position in the European Index of Military Integration.
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Conclusions
In the long process of European military integration Greece has been a stable and predictable partner for the member states of the European Union. 
